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° 
INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR ZAST 
HE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ect al 


) 
) 
- AGAINST - AFFIDAVIIZ 
~ARAKI, SADAO, ot 1 ) 


I, OKADA, Keisuke, make oath and say .s follows: 


I was born in Fukvi Prefecture, Jantn, in 1€67. I was 
gredusted from the Navel academy in 1869, aftcr which I was 
m enreer man in the Japanese Navy vntil 1920, having held 
the following positions during those yerrs: 


1904-05 Divisior Officer on Naniwa; 1stcr C-ptrin 
(Fleet Adrirnl TOGO in €omrend) 

1908 C-ptain 

1912 Corranding Officer, Kashima 

1913 Reer Adrirel, Corrandant, Snscbo Navy Yard 

1917 Vice-Admireal Commender-in-Chief, Scascbo 
Navy Yerd 


From 1920 to 1936 I held the following positions in the 
Javanese Governrent and Navy: 


1920 Vico Minister of Navy 

1924 Admiral, Merbor Suprere “ear Council 

1924 Dec. Corrender-in-Chisf Combined Fleet 

1927 Corrnander-in-Chicf Yokosuka Nerval Station 

1927 Minister of Navy in T.NAKA Cebinct 

1929 July Resigned with Ctbincts; Mcmber Supreme 
Military Council 

1932 Minister of Novy in SAITO Cabinet 

1932 Jan, Retired snd nlaced on Nevy Reserve List 

1934 Merch Premicr 

& 1936 


In the yoars 1920 to 1936, dvring which period I served 
in the canncitics of Vice Minister of the Ncvy, Minister of 
the Navy in the TANAKA Crbinct, Sunreme ‘ar Councillor, Minister 
| of Nevy in the SAITO Cabinet 2nd Prerier of Jspan, in order 
intelligently and effectively to perform the official duties 
end discharee the resnonsibilitics of thos« offices, it was 
my dity to, snd I did employ, 211 available official chanrels 
of inforretion to keep ryself cs fully informed as possible 
concerning tho contemporaneovs problems, hapnenings, issues 
end events, Such avenues of inforretion included, among 
others, reports from and conferences with executive snd ad- 
ministrative officicls 2n¢c personnel on my respective staffs, 
conferences with fellow czbinet members, the respective premicrs, 
members of the Diet and other gov:rnment officials, all of 
whom likewise hnd access to similsr sovrces of information con- 
cerning svch svbj2ct matters; cabinot meetings, liaison con- 
ferences, mectings of the Supreme “sar Covneil and other govern- 
& mont agencies; and also official vgovernrent reports, relenses, 
ete, On the basis of information thus obtaincd, I endeavored 
to and did trke, with respect to contemporaneous issues end 
problems, such official ection in the discher-e of my official 
dvties and responsibilities 2s under the circumstances anpneared 
to be meet and prover, 


=e 
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During my tenvre of office 1s Minister of Novy in the 
TANAKA Cabinst, (1927-1929) Japan clrimed to heve acquired 
by trestics, agreerents, etc. substentinl rights and interests 
in Yanchvria, It was the nolicy of the TANAKA Cabinct, 
through colleboration with lanchvrien avtnorities to expsnd 
and develop svch rights end interests to the fullest extent 
possible. In the administration and xpplication of this 
policy with respect to "'archvric, the TANAKA Cabinet was con- 
siderably more enorgetic, affirmative and positive than its 
predecessor cabinet hed been. 


In conn ction with this program, TANAKA nlennad to 
colleborste with and vss Cheng Tso-lin, who was then Marshal 
and def-cto ruler of lancnuria, “While Chang Tso-lin was op- 
posed to many of the Japnnese demands, TANAKA's bargaining 
and treding nower with him lay in the support which Japan 
might lend to the maintenance of his position of leadership 
in Manchuria, Javan had lent him considerable support, 
oe in conncction with the Kvo Sung-lin Mutiny in 

25. 


The TANAKA Cebinet felt that it wos meking substantial 
progress in expanding Japan's interests in Manchuria through 
the support of and collsboration with Chene Tso-lin, 2lthough 

| TANAKS invoriably took the position, and so advised Chane Tso- 
lin, that he shovld return to !’enchuria and concern himself 
' solely with I’anchurien affairs. 


In 1928, when the armies of Cheng Tso-lin suffered defeat 
at the hends of the Kuomintang Army, TANAKA egain advised him 
to withdraw his armies into Manchuria before it was too late, 
The Marshal was obliged to trke this advice on this occasion 
becavse of his embarassed military position. 


By this time the Japanese army in Manchuria with head- 
quarters in lukden under Generel HONJO had become dissatisfied 
with the policy of the TANAKA Cabinet to collaborate and 
negotiste with Chang Tso-lin with respect to Japan's interests 
in Nanchvria, did not want to wait on negotiations and were 
impetient to emvloy forec to occupy Vanchvria. A clique or 
group of officers in this crmy, which hed completely isolated 
General HONJO and shvt him off from communication with the 
affairs of the army, planned and plotted the murder of Chang 
Tso-lin upon his return to Menchurie. They arranged on June 
4, 1928, that the train on which Chang Tso-lin was traveling 
from Peipine to “ukden shorld be wrecked by explosives 
nlaced on the track just outside “ukden. Chang Tso-lin was 
killed in this wreck 2s vlenned. This incident plotted and 
instituted by the clique in the Kwantung Army represented 
the first overt army move during the TANAKA regire to project 
itself into the formvletion of the policies of the government. 
The occurrence greatly embarassed and prejudiced the program 
of the TANAKA Cebinet with respect to Menchuria and creatod 
a crisis which ultimately resulted in its resignation. The 
Cabinet learned of the ocevrrence immediately, and was taken 
completely by surprise and became greatly concerned. Premier 
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TANAKA oxproessed gre*t regret and grnve conccrn, and went 
to the Imperiel Palece end made © full report of the oc- 
currence to the Emperor. Upon his return from the palace 

the Premier (TANAKA) sumroned the Minister of Wear (Generel 
SHIRAKAWA) and myseif for 2 conference, at which he anaounced 
that the Emperor told him (TANAKA) that ho (the Emperor) 
considered that this was the time to tske strong disciplinary 
action with respect to the army, and that he expected ade- 
quate measures to be taxen, He (TANAKA) stated that he was 
determined that appronriate steps should be teken to maintain 
discipline in the army. The Minister of “nr (Generel 
SHIRAKAWA) and I express’d horrty support of TANAKA's de- 
termination. However, whon the Yer Minister took the matter 
up in tho Yar Ministry, he encountered such strong opnosition 
on the vert of the General Staff and other army officers, 
thet he was unable to make any headway or progress whatsoever, 
The War “inister so reported to TANAKA and mysolf, and 

stated thet this opposition on the prrt of the army was 
based upon the view that to take steps to punish those res- 
ponsible for this event wovld be to oxpose to the pvblic 
something which the army wished at the time to conceal, 


Shortly thereafter TANAKA cellod me nlone for 2 con- 
svltation on the subject, and advised me that he planned to 
do something about the matter himself. This I also agreed 
with, but the army opvosition to disciplinery action was so 
strong thet TANAKA was un2ble to accomplish anything cither. 
By this time this issue and the ettitude of the army had 
become a controversicl subject in circles outside of the 
cabinet, even in political partics, and the impotency of 
the cabinet to control and discipline the army forced its 
resignation on July 1, 1929. 


After the murder of Chang Tso-lin, the influence of the 
army insofar as participation in the formulation of policy 
on the part of the government with respect to Manchuria was 
concerned grow progressively stronger. Dvring the period 
between the fall of the TANAKA Cabinct in July of 1929, and 
tho establishment of the SAITO Cabinot in 1932, I served in 
the capacity of a member of thc Supreme “pyr Council, During 
this period I often had ocension to discuss with incumbent 
cabinet members and other statesmen and government officials, 
who visited me in my home or whom I met on public and social 
oceasions, the scriovs concern on the part of some in the 
Japanese government with respect to the philosophy of the 
army that the Manchvrian problems covld never be solved short 
of the use of force to establish a Japanese puppet govern- 
ment there, This disposition on the part of the Japanese 
army and the inability of the government to control it 
croated a great deal of anxiety on my part. During this 
p- riod it became ayparent to all in Japan who concerned 
themselves with matters of state that it was only a question 
of time until the army shovld undertake the occupation of 
Manchuria, In the carly part of 1931 I received many reports 
that the army was planning an occurrence which might be made 
the basis for the occupation of Manchuria. Simultaneously 
OKAWA, Shumei was conducting © propaganda campaign consisting 
of public spseches and publications to the end of building 
up a public sentiment in sunvort of such a movement on the 
vart of the army. I recsll my annoyrnce when it came to my 
attontion that OKA'VA hed made such a spcech at the Naval 
Academy; it was especielly irritating to me that such a man 
should be allowed to speak before the cadets. 
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Whon I came tuto the SAITO Cabinet as Ministor of the 
Nevy in 1932, I losened from rerorts waieh I ars made oy. mc 
in order to make mysclf aequrinted with the cvents or cont 
months and from convcers-tiors end corfercnecs which bs neta 
with fellow cnbinot merbeors ond other government cffriciols, 
that the occurrence which en to pess on ths night of 
September 18, 1931, was slotts -d and errenged by the clique 
in the Kwantung Army, ond elso thet it wns not of svfficicnt 
gravity to worront the subsequent action taken by that orry 
in its occuprtion of anchurin. Tho erry dvring these 
yerrs was cornlictoly out of control by the government and no 
restrrint covld be pleced voon it. This information suprlc- 
mented snd corrobornted informrtion which I hed obtrined 
from contcmporcneous press roports, governrent rcelc*ses 
contacts with othcr egovernrent officis ‘ls during the period 
interim thc frll of the TANAKA Crbinct and the est-blishrent 
of the SAITO C-binct, 8s previously strtcd, it wes an 
assurcd fect in governrent circles in the sarly part of 1931, 
that it was only = question of tire until the arry would make 
&@ move to occupy Menchvric by force. I know that OKAVA 
Shumoi, 2 political lender, wis definitely identificd with 
this moverent on the part of the Kwantung frry at that time, 
There were rany yorng officcrs in the Kwantung Arry also in- 
volved, whos: names I do not recnll now, The occupnrtion of 
Menchvrin came to pass in the lettor part of 1931, with the 
so-cflled !"ukdcn Incident of Scpterber 18, 1931, as its be- 
ginning, and did not take any cnlightcned public officirl of 
Jopen by any svrprisc, All of the Japenese xrmed forces 
in the area were brovght into operation imredistely, including 
the Korean army, which crossed the border and participated 
in this occupation without any Impsriel sanction. This became 
known es the "Crossing the Border" Incident, which created 
quite a profound issue in governrent circles at thrt timc. 
“hile I did not hevc specific first-hand informition «cs to 
somo of the forecoing fnects befor: or contemporancously with 
their occurrence, I letrn-d ~bovt erch and every one of thom 
throveh official chennels in the irrcdiate period of their 
occurrence, and they becere accepted facts and prerises in 
governrent circles 2t the tire upon the besis of which 
official action by governrent officisls was taken. 


The SzITO C-binct which erme into office in May of 
1932, in which, as prevircusly stxtcd, I was Minister of the 
Navy, and ry esbinct, which etre into office in July of 1934, 
wers known in governrent ond 2rry circles es "Navy C-binets.' 
The rrry resented both of these cabincts, becnuse it rccognized 
in them n-vy inflvence in opposition to the °rry policy of 
the use of force in connection with thc expansion of Japanese 
influcnee in Asia, The -rry knew thet the reason the navy 
hed becn osked to forr these crbincts wns to prevent the 
militcry from having their way with rcspect to the usc of 
force, inc throughovt their incumbency the arry continucd its 
efforts to overthrow the navy influcnce in the Japancs. govern- 
ment, i’any occurrences cnme to pass during the tenures of 
these cnbinets demonstrative of this  rmy resentment, cul- 
rinnting in the ottempt at my assessinction in February of 
1936, which resulted in the assassination of ry brother-in-law, 
Ny, MATSUO, who wes ristaken for me, This occurrence was a2 
spontaneous outbreak of rescntment on the pert of a group of 
young officers in the arry against the incumbent government's 
leck of sympathy with the aribtions of the militery. It con- 
stituted an embarassing situation to the Emperor in that it 
was somewhat of a public ranifestation of the inobility of my 
etbinet to control the militarv, and ultirately brought about 
the resignation of my cabinet in March of 1936. 
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was the rer” rcovernment “hese, vithorwi: # Bo-cabice ince 
pendert governrent wes set un in “Moreneric in trecarly vert 
of 1932, Wnos: inaensndonse wre gun esedly peaovai ved LY 


Jevan in Senterber of tict yoar, This xecvernrent 3 
pletely domircted and cortroliod by the Kwarture army. The 
eovernment of Japan had no way cf acarning whet the plans 
and ectiviticse of th: Kwentuure Army were in those yorrs, 
The erry wes completely withovt thc control of the Javenese 
government 2nd remained so vo until the Great Yar in 1941, 
This was and remairs a great pity and shreme for the sake of 
Japan's lendersnin arong nations, and has elwnys caused me 
untold anxicty and etngvish. Japcn hes been done a most 
grave injustice, 


s/K. Okada 


OKADA, Keisuke 


Sworn and sutscrib<-d to bcfore the 
undersiered Offic. r by tho abovo-n red 
OKADA, Kcisukc, at the nr l"inistry 
Building, Tokyo, Japsn, tris 29th day 
of May, 1946 


—S/Theodore Govisby Lt, Col, , CAV 
Ex. Officcr, iPS, “HO, SCAP 


CERITIELCATIE 

I, TAKAHASHI, “=tarv, HEREBY CERTIFY Thet I am fully 
conversant with the Japancse and English lanegunecs, and that 
I, this dny, reed the foregoing Affidavit to ths above-named 
OKADA, Keisuke in Japenese, and in so doing, truly and cor- 
rectly trensletcd the contents thereof from English into 
Japnnese; and that said OKADA, Koisvke stat«d to me that the 
contents of said Affidavit were the truth, and that he was 
willing to sign srid Af*idavit undcr onth; and that said OKADA 
Keisuke was duly sworn in my pres2nce and signed scid Affidevit 
under oath in my vresenec; and that 211 proce:dings incidental 
to the ndministration of said octh and the signing of snid Af- 
fidevit were truly ond correctly trenslcted from Jananesc into 
English ond English into Jevanos» and fully understood and 
comprehended by said Affiant. 


Dated this 29th day of sy, 1946, at Tokyo, Japan. 


s/_ i, Takahashi 
TAKAHASHI, Yataru 


